
Cayuga County Industrial Development Agency 

Regular Meeting 

Cayuga County Chamber of Commerce 

2 State Street, Auburn, NY 

March 17, 2020 at 4:00pm 

 

Chairman Lockwood called the meeting to order at 4:00pm, noting that a quorum was present.  

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Ray Lockwood, Herb Marshall (via phone), Ben Vitale, John Latanyshyn (via phone), 

Andrew Rindfleisch, Paul Lattimore (via phone) 

Excused: Gina Speno 

Others Present: Tracy Verrier, Samantha Frugé (CEDA); Elaine Buffington (Buffington & 

Hoatland CPAs, via phone) Rick Galbato (Galbato Law Firm, via phone); Mike Beckner 

(SunEast Dog Corners Solar, LLC, via phone)  

MEETING MINUTES: 

Mr. Rindfleisch moved to approve the minutes of the January 21st Regular Meeting, seconded by 

Mr. Vitale. All members present voted in favor; the motion carried.  

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

Ms. Frugé presented the following bills: NYSEG for electric at the Industrial Park for the period 

between December-February ($442.08), the Probst Group for preliminary engineering study for 

the sewer line at the Industrial Park ($20,770.00), CEDA for the corrected 2019 Q4 

administrative invoice ($11,612.40), and the Citizen for a public hearing notice ($50.60). Mr. 

Rindfleisch moved to pay the bills, seconded by Mr. Vitale. All members present voted in favor; 

the motion carried.   

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Ms. Frugé reviewed the budget report, noting income generated from interest accounts in the 

amount of $524.67. Mr. Vitale moved to accept the budget report with an amended December 

statement, seconded by Mr. Lattimore. All members present voted in favor; the motion carried.  

Ms. Verrier said that it had been around 6 months since the last bank transfer, and they should do 

a small $5.00 transfer from savings to checking to prevent an inactivity fee. The Board was 

agreeable. Ms. Frugé reviewed the PILOT invoice disbursement report and noted that they 

received most 2020 County/Town tax PILOT payments and were waiting on payment from Inns 

of Aurora. Mr. Rindfleisch moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Mr. Vitale. 

All members present voted in favor; the motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Lockwood moved new business up the agenda and recommended to start with the Audit 

Report. 

2020 Financial Audit Review: Elaine Buffington advised that the audit went very well and had 

no significant audit entries. She noted a small entry to correct interest for a CD account, but the 

amount was small. Testing and controls had no material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. 



She began with reviewing the financial statements, noting that total current assets increased from 

$696,000 to $804,000. The increase consisted of cash and cash equivalent increase of about 

$90,000 as well as about $20,000 in PILOT payments received but not yet disbursed. 

Investments, which consisted of CD accounts, decreased due to one CD account was cashed into 

savings where the rate was better. Total assets were just over $1.56 million with liabilities 

around $67,000, leaving the net position at $1.52 million. On the statement of revenue expenses, 

admin fees were collected totaling $86,926 which increased by $74,000 from the prior year. She 

noted that expenses were similar to the year prior except for property taxes that increased to 

$18,000 from $2,500 the year prior. Ms. Buffington pointed out that they had a good year for 

accrued interest on savings accounts, noting interest income of $12,000. She added that she 

wasn’t sure if they would continue to see rates like that, but the organization was able to 

capitalize on good income for 2019. She said the change in net position was around $44,000, 

resulting in a positive year for the organization. Ms. Buffington noted that accounting standards 

for revenue recognition changed, but did not affect the organization’s financials much for the 

year. Mr. Marshall asked if the increase in property tax liability reflected the new parcels that 

were not taken off the tax rolls for 2019? Ms. Buffington said that was correct. Mr. Rindfleisch 

moved to approve the Auditor’s Report, seconded by Mr. Marshall. All members present voted 

in favor; the motion carried. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Authorizing Resolution: SunEast Dog Corners Solar, LLC: Ms. Verrier said that the public 

hearing for SunEast Solar went well, and those who attended had questions about PILOTs and 

solar projects in general, but no questions about the project specifically. She said that Mr. 

Marshall and Mr. Lattimore attended as representatives of the Board. Mr. Marshall said that the 

Town Supervisor and several Town Board members were concerned with new State legislation 

that would allow the State to push through projects without Town approval as a way to expedite 

the projects. He added that the residents were concerned they would no longer have any say in 

these types of projects and wanted to know how the IDA planned to address these concerns. Mr. 

Marshall said that, from his understanding, the IDA had the ability to not approve projects if the 

municipalities did not support the project. Mr. Beckner provided an overview of the legislation 

that the residents were concerned with, noting it sounded like the State was in the process of 

approving a three-fold legislative process for renewable energy projects. The first part of the 

legislation would expedite Article 10, which was a State permitting process that applied to 

projects greater than 25 megawatts in size. He said that Article 10 was introduced in 2011, and to 

date only one project had been approved using that permitting process. The 2nd part of the 

legislation was for the State to propose expedited local permitting. He said that he did not think 

many developers would opt to go through this expedited process because the State would still 

ask the local community if they supported the project, and without their support the project could 

not move forward. The 3rd part of the legislation was a forced PILOT calculated on the net 

present value of future revenue of the project, which differed from the PILOT guidance provided 

by the State. Mr. Beckner said that in regards to the resident’s concerns with this legislation, he 

did not think that developers would opt to go through that process and circumvent the local 

municipalities as it was not in their best interest. Mr. Marshall asked if these projects were viable 

without a PILOT? Mr. Beckner said that they were not. Mr. Marshall asked if the IDA’s final 

decision to approve or deny a PILOT could make or break a project like this? Mr. Beckner said 

that these types of projects could not move forward without a PILOT due to the high NYS taxes. 

Mr. Beckner added that this project was one of the projects with the least amount of opposition 



that he’d ever worked on. Mr. Marshall moved to approve the Authorizing Resolution, seconded 

by Mr. Rindfleisch. Mr. Vitale noted that the wrong county was printed on page 3 of the 

Authorizing Resolution. Ms. Verrier said that would be corrected. Mr. Marshall asked if the 

project had reached an agreement for the decommissioning bond? Mr. Beckner said that they 

were close to reaching an agreement. Mr. Marshall suggested they approve the resolution subject 

to the project reaching a decommissioning agreement. Mr. Beckner was agreeable.  

Mr. Lockwood requested a roll call vote, which was recorded as follows: 

 NAME Yes Nay Absent Abstain 

BEN VITALE X      

JOHN LATANYSHYN X      

PAUL LATTIMORE X      

RAYMOND LOCKWOOD X       

HERB MARSHALL X       

ANDREW RINDFLEISCH X      

GINA SPENO    X   

 

Mr. Beckner asked if the Board was comfortable with closing on the PILOT prior to issuance on 

the building permit, which would happen at closing? Ms. Verrier said that generally their process 

was combine the IDA closing with all other closings to streamline the process. 

CEDA Staff Update: Ms. Verrier provided an update on the sewer line, noting they did get the 

preliminary engineering submitted to DEC. She had followed up with DEC and they had not had 

the chance to review it yet. Once DEC approves the report, they go to the Town and EDA. For 

the moment, they are in a holding pattern until DEC’s decision is made.  

Ms. Verrier advised that CEDA staff were working on communicating information such as how 

to support local businesses, sharing information with businesses about policies, resources, 

procedures that they can utilize. She said CEDA was working on using their micro-loan program 

as an emergency fund for businesses. The fund was not meant to replace revenue, but to provide 

something to help businesses for smaller ticket items to help keep them running. She said they 

were hoping to push that out within the next 24-48 hours. The program only had around $12,000 

at the moment, but they were looking at ways to add to the funds and was reaching out to the 

City and County for additional resources. Ms. Verrier advised that CEDA activities were being 

moved online or postponed and that at the moment they had three staff in the office, with the 

remaining staff working remotely so that everyone was available.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Cayuga Milk Ingredients Mortgage Modification: Ms. Verrier advised that Cayuga Milk 

Ingredients were planning to move forward with their next stage of equipment purchases. They 

would need another mortgage modification to sign off on the financing for the equipment due to 

the IDA’s interest in the building in relation to the PILOT. She added that legal counsel was 

looking into whether or not the Board needed to sign off on it or not. She suggested they have a 

motion on record, if the Board was agreeable. Mr. Rindfleisch moved to approve the mortgage 

modification, seconded by Mr. Vitale. Mr. Vitale suggested they approve contingent on the 

attorney’s approval. All members present voted in favor; the motion carried. 



Upcoming Events: Ms. Verrier advised that the upcoming events have been postponed for the 

time being. 

 

Motion to adjourn at 4:41pm by Mr. Vitale, seconded by Mr. Rindfleisch. All members present 

voted in favor; motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samantha Frugé 

  

Next regularly scheduled meeting: Tuesday, April 21st, 2020 @ 4pm 
















