
 

 

Cayuga County Industrial Development Agency 

Regular Meeting 

Cayuga County Chamber of Commerce 

2 State Street 

Auburn, NY 

July 16, 2019 at 4:00pm 

 

Chairman Lockwood called the meeting to order at 4:02pm, noting that a quorum was present.  

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Ray Lockwood, Herb Marshall, Gina Speno, Ben Vitale, Andrew Rindfleisch, Paul 

Lattimore 

Excused: John Latanyshyn 

Others Present: Tracy Verrier, Maureen Riester, Derek Simmonds, Samantha Frugé (CEDA); 

Jeanine Wilson (Cayuga County Sewer & Water Authority), Lane Young (GTM Enterprises) 

MEETING MINUTES: 

Mr. Rindfleisch moved to approve the minutes of the June 18th Regular Meeting, seconded by 

Mr. Lattimore. All members present voted in favor; the motion carried.  

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

Ms. Frugé presented the following bills: NYSEG for electric at the Industrial Park for April 

($120.90) and CEDA for 2nd quarter administrative services ($5,149.09). Mr. Vitale moved to 

pay the bills, seconded by Mr. Rindfleisch. All members present voted in favor; the motion 

carried.   

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Ms. Frugé reviewed the budget report, noting income generated from interest accounts in the 

amount of $1,916.51 and income from the Minard Run Gas Lease in the amount of $14.52. Mr. 

Vitale moved to accept the report of the treasurer, seconded by Mr. Marshall. All members 

present voted in favor; the motion carried.  

CD Maturity: Ms. Frugé provided interest rates from Generations Bank for the following renewal 

terms: 6-month renewal at a rate of 1.85%, 12-month renewal at 2%, and 24-month renewal at 

2.25%. Ms. Frugé advised that the current 6-month CD was coming to maturity on July 31st and 

another CD was coming to maturity on August 15th. The Board discussed the various rates and 

agreed to renew the 6-month CD (due to mature on July 31st) for another 6 months. Mr. 

Rindfleisch moved to renew the CD account for another 6 months at the rate of 1.85% with 

Generations Bank, seconded by Mr. Lattimore. All members present voted in favor; the motion 

carried. Mr. Marshall requested that a comparison of interest rates for local banks be provided 

before the Board makes a decision to renew the other CD due to mature on August 15th.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

CEDA Staff Update: Ms. Verrier welcomed back Lane Young and explained Mr. Young had a 

proposal to lease a portion of the two IDA-owned parcels near the Finger Lakes Mall for his 

solar development project. Mr. Young explained that he was looking to lease property to do the 



 

 

predevelopment work for a solar array, and then if feasible he would sell the project to a 

developer to actually build and run the array. He noted having the predevelopment work done 

(permits, approvals, site control, studies, etc.) would make the project more appealing to solar 

developers. He thinks the parcels adjacent to the Finger Lakes Mall could be suited for a project 

in regards to size and solar potential. He explained that his project had the potential to produce 

community benefits of providing lower cost clean energy to the municipalities and creating more 

tax income, while also making use of land that had limited development potential and generating 

lease income for that land. Mr. Marshall asked how much of the parcels he was interested in 

leasing? Mr. Young said he was looking for around 25-40 acres. Mr. Marshall asked if he would 

do a per-acre lease? Mr. Young replied that he would. Mr. Marshall asked who would be 

responsible for the decommissioning of the development? Mr. Young said that the entity who 

owned the project and equipment were ultimately responsible for decommissioning and 

removing the facility and equipment. Mr. Marshall asked what would happen if the owner did 

not remove the equipment? Mr. Young suggested requiring funds in escrow to cover that 

possibility. He added that if the land owner had to remove the equipment, the scrap metal could 

be worth something. Mr. Lockwood asked if there was an issue with the scrub brush located on 

the parcels? Mr. Young said they could remove the scrub brush without issue and would mow at 

least 2-3 times a year to keep the scrub down to a manageable level. Ms. Speno asked why the 

requested lease term was so long? Mr. Young explained that the solar modules had a life cycle 

up to 40 years, and to make the economics work for investors, they had to stretch out the lease 

terms. The longer the term, the better the returns. Ms. Speno asked how long the modules 

worked efficiently? Mr. Young said that they had a power guaranty for 25 years. Ms. Speno 

asked how high off the ground the panels stood? Mr. Young said it depended on the tilt but could 

be between 8-12 feet tall at their highest point. Mr. Marshall asked if construction was required 

to level the land? Mr. Young said they generally don’t like to change the landscape of the land 

due to the expense. He added that they usually brush hog if needed and follow the contour of the 

land.  

Mr. Rindfleisch motioned to go into executive session, seconded by Ms. Speno. All members 

present voted in favor; motion carried. The Board entered executive session at 4:21pm.  

Mr. Rindfleisch motioned to exit executive session, seconded by Mr. Vitale. All members 

present voted in favor; motion carried. The Board exited executive session at 4:45pm.  

Ms. Verrier explained the Mr. Young that the board would like to have some additional 

conversations about the future use of that land, and asked that he return to discuss again in six 

months if he was still interested in pursuing the lease.  

Ms. Riester discussed a renewable natural gas project that would be coming before the Board 

soon. The project would produce renewable natural gas from biogas generated at anaerobic 

digesters located on local dairies in the County. The biogas would be transported in a gathering 

system to a centralized processing system to be cleaned and injected into the NYSEG pipeline. 

Ms. Riester discussed the project benefits which include environmental (reduced greenhouse 

gases, reduced nutrient runoff, and reduced pathogens and odors) as well as the local benefit of 

generating additional revenue for local dairies. The project had already signed on seven dairies 



 

 

and were having conversations with an additional four dairies. The project would be receiving 

NYSERDA grants and would be seeking bonding financing through the IDA as well as sales & 

use and mortgage recording tax exemptions. Ms. Verrier noted that the project may not have a 

property tax incentive because agriculture use may not be eligible, but the details of that are 

being worked out. Ms. Verrier explained that to get the bonding process started, the IDA would 

request the volume cap from the State following an initial resolution. Once the SEQR was 

approved, they could bring the authorizing resolution to the table. She added that they would 

need to determine who would be the lead agency for the SEQR, and suggested a county-wide 

body would be best so there wouldn’t be an issue with multiple SEQRs and approvals. Ms. 

Verrier noted that the bond, once approved, would sit on the balance sheet as both a liability and 

an asset (essentially zeroed out) for the next thirty years or so. Mr. Young asked if they would 

hire an engineering firm to do the SEQR? Ms. Verrier said that they have not figured that piece 

out yet.  

Ms. Verrier explained that CCPUSE was seeking a letter of support for a third-party to seek a 

CSX Select Site certification at an underutilized industrial site. Ms. Verrier explained that a CSX 

Select Site designation can be awarded to rail-served, shovel-ready sites ideal for industrial 

development. The certification was challenging to receive, and was useful as an attraction tool 

for businesses looking to relocate or expand. Ms. Verrier noted that it could be beneficial to start 

working toward having a property in the county designated as a CSX Select Site for future 

development, noting that any efforts toward shovel-readiness are helpful. The board approved 

that a letter of support be drafted and signed by the Chair.  

Aurelius Sewer Line Updates: Ms. Verrier said that the Probst Group quoted $20,000 to 

complete the engineering study required to move the project forward. She explained that the 

Probst Group suggested having a local firm conduct any additional flow analysis that would be 

needed due to the amount of time required onsite, which would be expensive for them to do. As 

such, that is not included in the scope. Mr. Marshall asked if these costs were related to the DEC 

approving the sewer line? Ms. Verrier explained that this work would help in DEC’s approval of 

the project, as well as help with City be comfortable. She said the costs were necessary to make 

sure the proposed project did not go over the City’s capacity to treat additional flow. She 

explained that the City would work with the Probst Group to provide what information they had, 

but the additional flow analysis would likely be needed to make accurate estimation on what the 

capacity was. Ms. Verrier said that they could move forward with a provisional approval. Mr. 

Rindfleisch motioned to provisionally approve the quote and scope from the Probst Group 

dependent on DEC’s confirmation of the scope, seconded by Mr. Marshall. All members present 

voted in favor; motion carried. 

Ms. Verrier advised that the Office Manager’s last day was July 5th. They completed final 

interviews and have a standout, to which references will be checked and an offer will be 

extended. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Upcoming Events: Ms. Verrier discussed upcoming events.  

 



 

 

Motion to adjourn at 5:34pm by Mr. Marshall, seconded by Mr. Rindfleisch. All members 

present voted in favor; motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samantha Frugé 

  

Next regularly scheduled meeting: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 @ 4pm 

  


