
Cayuga County Industrial Development Agency 

Regular Meeting 

Cayuga County Chamber of Commerce 

2 State Street 

Auburn, NY 

February 19, 2019 at 4:00pm 

 

Mr. Marshall called the meeting to order at 4:00pm, noting that a quorum was present.  

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Herb Marshall, Ben Vitale, Andrew Rindfleisch, Gina Speno 

Excused: Ray Lockwood, John Latanyshyn, Paul Lattimore 

Others Present: Tracy Verrier, Samantha Frugé, Maureen Reister (CEDA); Charlie Ripley, 

Timothy Lattimore (Cayuga County Legislators); Jeanine Wilson (Sewer & Water Authority); 

Ryan Franklin (Citizen) 

MEETING MINUTES: 

Mr. Rindfleisch moved to approve the minutes of the January 24th Regular Meeting, seconded by 

Ms. Speno. All members present voted in favor; motion carried.  

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

Ms. Frugé presented the January electric bill for the Industrial Park in the amount of $179.32. 

Mr. Vitale moved to pay the bills, seconded by Mr. Rindfleisch. All members voted in favor, the 

motion carried.   

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Ms. Frugé reviewed the budget report, noting income generated from interest accounts in the 

amount of $270.22.  Mr. Marshall asked what the decision was regarding the CDs? Ms. Verrier 

explained that they extended the existing CDs because they could not get the 3% rate for a longer 

term. Mr. Rindfleisch moved to accept the report of the treasurer, seconded by Ms. Speno. All 

members present voted in favor, the motion carried.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

CEDA Staff Update: Ms. Verrier provided an update on the Aurelius sewer line project, 

explaining she had several meetings the week prior to clarify some aspects of the financing and 

implementation of the project. She noted the board needed to decide whether to move the project 

forward in two phases or just do the whole project as one. If two phases, the first phase would 

upgrade the line along Eagle Drive, which is the current pinch point, and the second phase would 

install a forcemain. Ms. Verrier reminded the board that the thought was originally to have the 

Town do the first phase, then once the force main was built to transfer the Eagle Drive line to 

whatever entity was managing the Industrial Park sewer system, possibly CCSWA. However, if 

the Town bonded for the project and then the force main was built before the bond was paid off, 

Ms. Verrier had been advised by Legal Counsel Justin Miller that the bond would need to be paid 

off in order to transfer the line. If doing a two phase build out, Mr. Miller advised that CCIDA 

and/or park tenants should finance the Eagle Drive upgrade and transfer it to the Town until the 



force main was built, which would avoid bonding inssues. Mr. Miller advised it would be more 

efficient to complete the whole project at once, then transfer both the Eagle Drive line and force 

main into the hands of those who would be administering the line. Ms. Verrier stated she met 

with Jeanine Wilson and Carl Rindfleisch from the Cayuga County Sewer & Water Authority 

(CCSWA) to discuss the maintenance and management of the line. Mr. Carl Rindfleisch had 

explained that CCSWA may be able to complete some of the pipework to reduce some of the 

construction cost as well. She added that to move the project forward, she would draft a letter of 

intent from CCIDA to CCSWA to discuss whether they would be interested in managing the 

Industrial Park sewer service after construction. Ms. Verrier asked the Board their thoughts on 

completing the project all at once or in two phases, noting they can’t align their budget to 

complete additional funding applications until a decision was made. Mr. Marshall recommended 

the project be completed all at once, adding they should talk to the end users to see what their 

needs are. Mr. Rindfleisch agreed. Mr. Marshall asked if they needed a motion to approve the 

letter of intent? Mr. Vitale noted Mr. Marshall should abstain, and without his vote they did not 

have quorum to pass. The board decided a motion was not necessary to have a conversation and 

directed Ms. Verrier to go ahead with the letter and funding applications for a single phase 

project. Ms. Verrier will draft and send a letter of intent to CCSWA and attend their March 

meeting. 

Master Planning for Mall Parcel: Mr. Marshall requested if they could clarify the boundaries for 

the mall parcel? Ms. Verrier stated the parcel goes north to the railroad but does not cross it. Mr. 

Marshall asked if there was access to the parcel from the road north of the railroad tracks? Ms. 

Verrier stated that it did not. Mr. Marshall suggested they look over the topography of the parcel.  

Ms. Speno asked if the parcel had any wetlands? Ms. Verrier explained that there was not a lot of 

wetland, however, the back end of the parcel could be challenging because of steep elevation 

changes. She noted they did not do a wetland delineation but could schedule a time for the board 

members to walk the property. Mr. Rindfleisch asked what the vision was for the parcel? Ms. 

Verrier explained that, because the property was a donation, they were checking into how long 

they had to hold it before moving forward with the sale of any portion. She added that in another 

instance she had heard of a three-year look back, but was not sure if that would be the case in 

this particular instance. 

Solar PILOTs: Ms. Verrier discussed the proposed UTEP policy included in the meeting packet, 

specifically pointing out what areas had been updated. She explained that she updated the value 

of the land (current value vs. beginning value), noting that the NYSERDA model output chart 

was included in the packet for review. She explained that prior discussions revolved around 

deciding the price per megawatt charge dependent on determining factors. She asked what those 

factors might be in evaluating solar projects? Additionally, what do they want to see in the 

application process for developers? Mr. Rindfleisch asked what PILOT terms were? Ms. Verrier 

stated the Board seemed comfortable with a 15-year term, which is the NYSERDA 

recommended length, but mentioned that they could make the terms flexible. She added that they 

could also include a mandatory public hearing to provide the community the opportunity to give 

feedback and prevent projects from circumventing that step. Mr. Rindfleisch asked if the local 

municipalities had an opt out? Ms. Verrier explained that either a developer could come directly 



to the IDA or they could go through the request process to get fully exempt for each 

municipality. If a municipality wanted to negotiate their own PILOT, it could make the IDA’s 

involvement more difficult. Ms. Speno asked how many projects had been in contact regarding 

solar PILOTs? Ms. Verrier said that they had met with five to six projects, and more that they’ve 

communicated with. She added that there had been suggestions of providing energy locally, and 

they were working with Houtan Moaveni from NYSERDA to have another presentation for the 

municipalities.  

Mr. Lattimore asked if there was an update on the sewer line? Mr. Marshall recapped the earlier 

board discussion on the matter.  

NEW BUSINESS   

Report of the Governance Committee: Mr. Rindfleisch provided the report of the Governance 

Committee, noting the summary of the board evaluations were mostly positive and improved 

from the year prior. He explained that they did not quite meet the performance goal for 

municipal officials but intend to make a larger effort to invite municipal officials to upcoming 

meetings. He noted the Committee decided to leave the Mission Statement as-is. Ms. Verrier 

noted one of the performance goals was to have board members go through ABO training every 

4 years to stay up-to-date with regulations. Mr. Vitale suggested having a planning session 

associated with the regular training. Ms. Speno asked if it was mandatory that the Board go 

through training if they had previously completed it? Ms. Verrier explained that it was not 

mandatory, but encouraged to stay up-to-date.  

Page Trucking Local Labor Waiver: Ms. Verrier stated that Page Trucking submit a request for a 

local labor waiver which included an email from their contractor explaining why they couldn’t 

meet the 65% Cayuga County requirement. Ms. Speno asked if the contractor included a 

proposal of what labor requirements they could meet out of the contract? Ms. Verrier stated that 

they provided no alternative proposal to date. Ms. Speno suggested having Page Trucking 

coordinate with their contractor to come up with an alternative proposal. Mr. Vitale suggested 

that if the contractor could not meet the local goal, then they could decrease the Cayuga County 

requirement and increase the requirement for the contiguous counties. Ms. Verrier explained 

what had been done previous was to adjust the percentages to accommodate what the project 

could reasonably do.  She added that the Board could table the waiver request and request that 

Page Trucking attend the next meeting to discuss. Ms. Speno suggested that Page could just 

provide the alternative scenario, they wouldn’t necessarily need to attend.   

Executive Session:  

Motion to enter executive session for matters involving the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of 

real property made by Mr. Vitale, seconded by Mr. Rindfleisch. All present voted in favor, 

motion passed. Executive session began at 4:51pm.  

Motion to exit executive session made by Mr. Rindfleisch, seconded by Mr. Vitale. All present 

voted in favor, motion passed. Executive session ended at 5:20pm. 

Motion to adjourn at 5:21pm by Mr. Rindfleisch, seconded by Ms. Speno.  



Respectfully submitted, 

Samantha Frugé 

  

Next regularly scheduled meeting: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 @ 4pm 

  


