
 

 

Cayuga County Industrial Development Agency Meeting 
Cayuga County Chamber of Commerce, First Floor Conference Room 

April 19th, 2016 at 4 pm 
 
Chairman Ray Lockwood called the meeting to order at 4:06 pm, noting that there was a quorum present.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Ray Lockwood, Joseph Runkle, Paul Lattimore, John Latanyshyn, Herb Marshall 
Excused: Gina Speno, Carol Contiguglia 
Others Present: Michelle Milewski (CSS); Tracy Verrier & Maureen Riester (CEDA); Rick Galbato (Galbato 
Law), Fred Swayze (North East Regional Carpenters Union) 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
Mr. Marshall moved to accept the March 15 meeting minutes; seconded by Mr. Runkle. All members voted 
in favor; motion passed.  
 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
Motion to approve the payment of the CEDA first-quarter invoice by Mr. Latanyshyn, seconded by Mr. 
Lattimore. All members present voted in favor, motion approved.  
 
BUDGET REPORT 
The budget report was not moved on. It was incomplete due to the lack of access to bank statements.  
 
GENERATIONS BANK LETTER REQUEST 
Ms. Verrier explained that she was unable to attain statements from Generations Bank website, and needs 
a motion and a signed letter from the CCIDA signatories.  
Motion to approve Raymond Lockwood, Paul Lattimore and John Latanyshyn as signors for all 
Generations Bank accounts held by the Cayuga County Industrial Development Agency, as well as 
approve Tracy Verrier of the Cayuga Economic Development Agency to have access to all Generations 
Bank account statements through the Generations website and as a secured statement recipient by Mr. 
Latanyshyn; seconded by Mr. Lattimore. All members present voted in favor; motion approved.  
 
STAFF UPDATE 
Ms. Verrier said that the staff is working through the transition, and the search committee is narrowing 
down candidates for the Executive Director position. The goal is still to make an offer by mid-May. Mr. 
Lockwood said the committee had narrowed it down to three contenders, but one refused to complete an 
evaluation and was subsequently removed as a finalist. The committee is scheduled to meet the following 
Thursday. He also stated that a mid-May offer might be ambitious and that they want to take the time 
they need to make the right decision.  
Ms. Verrier added that Bruce Sherman may have a small project for the May meeting – an expansion of 
the CIDEC facility. Ms. Riester said that Project Marinara is moving along, and that the details are still being 
ironed out. Mr. Latanyshyn asked what the delay was, and Ms. Riester said that site control is still being negotiated. 
Ms. Riester also discussed leases being sent out to landowners from solar farm companies, but that landowners 
should make sure they understand the lease in full as they would be locked out of the land for 20 years. Mr. 
Lockwood said that company is offering $1,500 an acre for 20 years. Mr. Galbato noted that he had reviewed these 
leases, and he said that even if a company would like to lease 100 acres, they may end up only using a small 
amount. He recommended that anyone involved review the fine print. Ms. Riester said she is involved in a new plan 
for the Solar CNY communities that would allow customers to buy into a solar-generated site and remote net.  

Ms. Verrier said that the REDC is getting close to finalizing the process for projects to access URI funds.  
 



 

 

CEDA CONTRACT 
Ms. Verrier said that since the full board wasn’t present, it was up to the board whether they wanted to 
discuss the fee share at this meeting. She reviewed a document she had sent out with fee-sharing 
examples, and how it would have been calculated over the past three years if it had been in effect. Ms. 
Verrier said that CCIDA roughly has a $40-45,000 operating budget, and if project fees do not exceed that 
amount there would be no fee sharing. Mr. Marshall asked if AIDA had agreed, and Ms. Verrier said that 
they had and assured Mr. Marshall that it was the same agreement being proposed to CCIDA. Mr. 
Lattimore noted that AIDA doesn’t have any projects, and Ms. Verrier said that was true, but if they did it 
would be calculated the same way. She said that even though they don’t get as many projects and thus 
don’t have as much revenue from projects, they still agreed to share that revenue. Mr. Marshall said he 
doesn’t mind providing the funds, but he’d like to have a say in how it is used. Mr. Galbato recommended 
that the board go into executive session to discuss. 
Motion to go into executive session at 4:33 to discuss contract negotiations by Mr. Lattimore; seconded 
by Mr. Runkle.  
Motion to come out of executive session at 4:54 by Mr. Marshall; seconded by Mr. Latanyshyn.  
Mr. Marshall said the board would like the existing contract to be signed by CEDA without the fee share, 
and asked that CEDA chairperson Sue Edinger come to the May meeting.  
 
MALL PROPERTY PURCHASE  
Motion to go into executive session at 5:01 to discuss the proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real 
property by Mr. Lattimore; seconded by Mr. Runkle.  
Motion to come out of executive session at 5:12 by Mr. Marshall; seconded by Mr. Runkle.  
 
Ms. Verrier noted that the company selling the land to CCIDA would like it noted that they would like a 
charitable receipt for tax purposes. Mr. Latanyshyn asked if the land has been appraised, and Ms. Verrier 
didn’t know but the ballpark figure was $300,000. Mr. Galbato said the two parcels had previously been 
assessed at $160,000 and $153,000 respectively.  
Motion to approve the purchase offer and an addendum for Clark St. Rd. and 2000 Clark St. Rd. from 
seller Fingerlakes Land LLC subject to attorney approval and informing the sellers of an intent to do a 
phase one environmental site assessment by Mr. Marshall; seconded by Mr. Runkle.  
 
The motion was approved by the following roll-call vote:  

Yea Nay Absent Abstain 
Paul Lattimore [    x     ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 
Carol Contiguglia [           ] [ ] [     x ] [ ] 
John Latanyshyn [    x     ] [ ] [     ] [ ] 
Raymond Lockwood [    x     ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 
Herb Marshall [    x     ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 
Gina Speno [           ] [ ] [    x ] [ ] 
Joseph Runkle  [    x     ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 

  
REPORT OF THE JOINT GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
Ms. Verrier said that Terry Cuddy reported on a conversation with the full AIDA board. She said that AIDA 
really isn’t ready to merge. She said that there is an agreement that any project in the city will go to AIDA 
first. Mr. Lattimore asked that if AIDA refused, would CCIDA be considered. Ms. Verrier said it could, but it 
would most likely be turned down for the same reasons AIDA turned down the project. Ms. Verrier said 
that AIDA is still interested in continuing joint meetings and collaboration, and Mr. Lockwood asked what 
the purpose would be. Ms. Verrier said that it will be helpful in the long term to have the boards 
collaborating and for the board members to know each other. Ms. Verrier explained that the joint 



 

 

governance committee requested that the full boards have a joint meeting in May. The board agreed, Ms. 
Verrier stated that the staff will work on scheduling that meeting. 
 
RFP RESPONSES 
Ms. Verrier reviewed the purpose of the RFP, which was to complete a Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement and master site plan. She explained that the proposals varied widely in structure and cost. 
Legal counsel Mr. Galbato expressed concern that he thought that the studies had been done before. Ms. 
Verrier said she had talked to Steve Lynch and she had the impression that the previous study wasn’t 
sufficient for these purposes and that it had been done in the 1990s. Mr. Galbato advised that according 
to the law, when a study is done it is good forever. Ms. Verrier said she believed that CMI and Grober both 
did a SEQR. Mr. Galbato said that they may not have known that it was done. He explained that doing a 
GEIS would open up the park to new attention from DOT. Ms. Verrier said that her understanding is that 
the town of Aurelius is already concerned about traffic levels at the park. Mr. Latanyshyn asked if the 
town is saying that there is a traffic problem and if all boils down to a traffic light, and Mr. Lockwood said 
yes, among other things. Mr. Latanyshyn said that if the parcels fall under an existing study, the board 
should hold off until its next project. Ms. Verrier said that the study is partially dependent on the adjacent 
parcel, and she was hoping that the board would make a decision at the April meeting, because some of 
the work will need to happen soon. Mr. Lockwood asked who Ms. Verrier would recommend, and she said 
Bergmann because they were cost effective and would provide a sufficient level of service. She said that 
they are the lead consultant for the Auburn Sparks program. Mr. Latanyshyn asked if the IDA could work 
the price into the sale of the land, and Ms. Verrier answered that it could increase the value of the land. 
Mr. Galbato advised that he was worried about size and scope of the proposal.  Mr. Lattimore asked Mr. 
Galbato to check with Steve Lynch. Mr. Runkle moved to table the item until Mr. Galbato follows up with 
the related parties; seconded by Mr. Latanyshyn. All members voted in favor; motion approved.  
   
PATTERSON LAND LEASE 
Ms. Verrier presented a draft lease for Mr. Jon Patterson to farm the Aurelius park as he had done in 
previous years, noting that the draft was simply an updated copy of the 2015 lease. Mr. Latanyshyn asked 
how many acres are actually being farmed, Ms. Verrier answered 30 acres. Mr. Latanyshyn wanted to 
know the price of a buy out if the board needs the land. Ms. Verrier referenced the draft lease which 
states $500 per acre planted if he is notified prior to August 15, but said she couldn’t see anything 
happening to the land in the next five months. Motion to approve the Patterson land lease by Mr. 
Marshall; seconded by Mr. Latanyshyn. All members voted in favor; motion approved.  
 
NEW IDA LEGISLATION 
Ms. Verrier explained that new IDA legislation was passed, and she will be looking at the policies to make 
sure they comply. She said that the legislation is mostly about transparency and consistency, and will 
have more information at the June meeting.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Ms. Milewski reviewed the upcoming events.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion to adjourn at 5:51 pm by Mr. Marshall; seconded by Mr. Runkle. All members voted in favor; 
meeting adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michelle Prego-Milewski  


